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Riverside General Plan Program 

 
Environmental Issues/Open Space Topic Group Meeting 

Thursday, June 5, 2003 
 
 
On Thursday, June 5, 2003, City of Riverside Planning staff and the General Plan consultant 
team led by Cotton/Bridges/Associates and MIG held a meeting with the a topic group 
focused on environmental and open space issues.  Persons invited to and attending 
represented such groups as Friends of Riverside’s Hills, the Sierra Club, UCR, Victoria 
Avenue Forever, the Audubon Society, and the Army Corps of Engineers, among many 
others. 
 
The consultant team provided an overview of the General Plan Program and summarized 
the community visioning process conducted to date.  Participants were asked to identify 
how to best pursue the City’s vision relative to education in the context of the following 
vision themes: 
 

A. How we work 
B. How we play 
C. How we live 
D. How we get around 
E. How we learn 

 
The participants offered the following comments. 
 
 
How we play 
 
The City needs to plan for and provide more regional park space. 
 
Establish financing mechanisms for long-term trail maintenance. 
 
Keep the trail and landscaping enhancements along Victoria Avenue. 
 
Look for other opportunities to create linear parkways like Victoria Avenue. 
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How we live 
 
With regard to the Sphere of Influence, include a tough, definitive policy that requires a 
donation of open space with the granting of entitlements, as well as money to maintain that 
open space. 
 
Consider requiring endowments with dedications. 
 
Require provision of open space linkages between developments. 
 
A City/County trails group is investigating approaches to preservation of the arroyos.  The 
group could use research assistance, such as partnering with UCR. 
 
Open space and recreation resources are keys to quality of life in Riverside.  Promote these 
resources as a key reason to live in Riverside. 
 
Box Springs continues to have significant open space areas that merit preservation.  The City 
and County need to work together toward preservation. 
 
The General Plan needs to include policies to preserve rocky outcrops and to protect 
hillsides, streams, and arroyos. 
 
Look to the city of Irvine for a model as to how to create and maintain open space linkages. 
 
Make it difficult to rezone properties zoned RC to some other zone.   
 
A distinct visual separation between Riverside and Moreno Valley would distinguish 
Riverside and provide an opportunity for open space/habitat preservation. 
 
Incorporate Proposition R and Measure C directives into the General Plan. 
 
Recognize economic and societal values in the General Plan. 
 
Look to recapture the wonderful planning that started Riverside and is exemplified in the 
Downtown and older residential neighborhoods. 
 
Riverside needs to set higher standards for itself and lead by example. 
 
Eliminate curb-side sidewalks.  Return to the practice of providing landscape parkways in 
residential developments. 
 
Protect the Santa Ana River drainage system. 
 
Make sure that the General Plan addresses air quality issues. 
 
We need stronger water quality protections. 
 
Whenever the City disks properties for weed control, it creates air pollution hazards. 
 
Establish policies to require/encourage “living walls” for retaining walls. 
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Incorporate solar considerations into development regulations. 
 
Address energy conservation issues in the General Plan. 
 
Why does the City have to annex bad development built under County regulations?  
Annexations need to be carefully considered.  Don’t annex properties/developments just 
because we are asked to do so. 
 
Proposition R and Measure C policies should be applied to the sphere and any sphere 
properties annexed to the City.  Additionally, the City should not be allowing annexations of 
new developments which are approved in the County specifically to circumvent Proposition 
R and Measure C.  Rather, the City should consider suing the County to prevent approval of 
environmentally insensitive projects in the City's sphere. 
 
How we get around 
 
Provide walking/biking trails that connect the parks to each other. 
 
 
Other 
 
The General Plan needs to identify the regulatory context in which the City must act, 
specifically with regard to State mandates regarding housing accommodation. 
 
 


